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operationen mit benachbarten außeruniversitä-
ren Forschungseinrichtungen sind auch mög-
lich. Erwünscht ist auch eine Beteiligung an der
Lehre an den Universitäten Bremen und Olden-
burg im Rahmen von Seminaren, Vorlesungen
oder Einzelvorträgen über ihr Spezialgebiet.
Erwartet wird zudem eine Beteiligung an den
internen Aktivitäten des HWK, zum Beispiel
den allwöchentlichen Fellow-Lectures. Für alle
Fellows besteht Residenzpflicht.

Ein Vorschlagsrecht für die Berufung von
Fellows haben: der Rektor, der Wissenschaftli-
che Beirat, Wissenschaftler der Universitäten
Bremen und Oldenburg oder anderer Universi-
täten und Forschungseinrichtungen, ehemalige
Fellows. Auch eine formlose Selbstbewerbung
ist möglich. Vorschläge und Selbstbewerbun-
gen können jederzeit eingereicht werden; sie
werden intern durch den Wissenschaftlichen
Beirat des HWK begutachtet.

Tagungen

Ein weiterer Tätigkeitsschwerpunkt des HWK
ist die Organisation und Durchführung wissen-
schaftlicher Tagungen. Thematisch beziehen
sich diese Tagungen sowohl auf die drei
Hauptarbeitsgebiete als auch auf zukunftswei-
sende interdisziplinäre Fragen. Zu den vom
HWK veranstalteten Tagungen, die überregio-
nal Beachtung gefunden haben, zählen unter
anderem: "Neural Correlates of Consciousness"
(Juni 1998), "Dimensions of Social Exclusion"
(September 1998), "Executive Control and the
Frontal Lobe" (Dezember 1998), "Global Ocean
and Land Surface Temperatures" (Mai 1999),
"Gehirn und Gestalt" (Juni 1999). Auch für die
kommenden Jahre sind bereits zahlreiche Ver-
anstaltungen in Planung.

Weitere Informationen

Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg
Lehmkuhlenbusch 4, D-27753 Delmenhorst
Tel.: + 49 (0) 4221 / 91 60-0
Fax: + 49 (0) 4221 / 91 60-199
E-mail: hwk@www.h-w-k.de
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Workplan 1999 of the Scientific
and Technological Options As-
sessment Unit of the European
Parliament

by Ingrid von Berg, ITAS

The Workplan 1999 of STOA – the Scientific
and Technological Options Assessment
Project of the European Parliament – has
been approved by the Bureau of the Euro-
pean Parliament at a meeting in Straßburg in
January this year. STOA’s function is to
provide expert scientific and technical ad-
vice to members of the European Parliament
and Parliamentary Committees in order to
help them assess political options. The
twelve projects approved for 1999 bear on
research topics relevant to the EU legisla-
tive programme 1999, or have important
implications on the European level.

The Annual Workplan for STOA, the Scientific
and Technological Options Assessment Pro-
gramme of the European Parliament, Director-
ate General for Research (DG IV), is decided
by the STOA Panel which has the political re-
sponsibility for STOA’s work. It is composed
of Members nominated to the Panel as repre-
sentatives of Committees of the European Par-
liament. The Panel sets the annual workplan
from proposals submitted by Committees or
Members of the European Parliament. Priority
is given to projects that are linked to the EP’s
legislative work. The operational responsibility
for carrying out the research work laid down in
the annual workplan rests with the STOA
Team. At present, the STOA Team comprises
one permanent project administrator, 9 visiting
researchers, in addition to the scientific man-
ager and director of STOA, Mr Dick Holds-
worth. Typically, most of the assessment
studies are commissioned to external experts.
The budget for 1999 is 650 000 ECU (1.27 Mio
DM).

The subject areas of STOA’s technology
assessment studies cover a broad range of is-
sues, but focus on areas which have important
implications on the European level. In the fol-
lowing, the titles of the 12 technology assess-
ment projects to be carried out in 1999 and a
brief summary are given. The Committee re-
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questing the project and the relevance of the
project for the work of the European Parliament
are stated. The duration of the projects ranges
from short-term (three to four months) to the
full year 1999.

Cost-benefit analysis of EU research and tech-
nological development programmes: Methods
for the assessment of the impact of such pro-
grammes

The Fifth Framework Programme for Research
and Technological Development (1998-2002)
has recently been adopted after a conciliation
procedure. Excluding the Euratom portion, the
budget for the five-year programme has been
set at 13.7 billion ECU.

Along with Parliament’s support for EU
R&TD activities must go a concern to monitor
the quality and effectiveness of the specific
research programmes so as to ensure that the
limited funds available are used to the best ef-
fect. The European Commission, which imple-
ments the programmes, is well aware of this
and has introduced a number of measures which
would help to meet the Parliament’s concern, as
well as the objectives of SEM 2000. As regards
the implementation and management of pro-
grammes, the Commission has spoken of a
"confidence pact" to be established between the
Member States, Parliament and Commission
[COM(97)553 final of 5 November 1997, p.7].

The purpose of the study is to investigate
current best practice in the assessment of the
impact of research and technical development
programmes in general, and their cost- effec-
tiveness in particular, not only in the case of the
EU programmes financed under the Framework
Programme, but also in that of other research
programmes managed by public agencies in the
Member States of the EU and elsewhere, in-
cluding other international agencies. The aim
will be to provide information and ideas which
could assist the European Parliament in judging
the impact of the Fifth Framework Programme
and in the planning of targets and actions under
the Sixth Framework Programme (2003-2007),
bearing in mind that the planning for the Sixth
Programme will take place wholly within the
mandate of the European Parliament elected in
1999 [1999-2003].

The project was requested by the Committee on
Budgets. The study is needed to assist the
Committee in formulating its position on the
planning and evaluation of EU expenditure on
Research and Technological Development pro-
grammes under the EU Framework Pro-
grammes, notably in view of the mid-term re-
view of the Fifth Framework Programme, all of
which will be covered by the mandate of the
European Parliament elected in June 1999. The
study should be ready by 30 September 1999 so
as to permit it to be taken into account by the
newly-elected Parliament as it begins its budg-
etary work in this sector.

Duration of project: 9 months.

Economic aspects of the development of tech-
nologies for the waste processing industry

Waste processing is usually approached solely
from the environmental point of view. This
approach overlooks the economic implications
of the industry which are essential. The STOA
project on this subject will highlight the real
economic importance of waste processing and
allow the possibility of a European industrial
strategy for the industry to be examined.

Main topics to be covered are:

• The economic importance of the waste
processing industry in the EU Member
States, including a comparison with the
other industrialised countries.

• Assessment of the economic and environ-
mental efficiency of existing technologies.

• Improving the productivity of European
businesses through an economic under-
standing of waste processing.

• Economic potential of emerging technolo-
gies in waste processing.

• Main lines of a European strategy for the
waste processing industry.

The project was requested by the Committee on
Economic and Monetary Affairs and Industrial
Policy. The project is related to the Committee’s
current work on industrial policy.

Duration of project: 6 months.



7$�,167,787,21(1�81'��352*5$00(

Seite 44 TA-Datenbank-Nachrichten, Nr. 2, 8. Jg., Juli 1999

Genetically modified food: Objectives for EU
funded research and development

The aim of the project is to review the current
state of research into genetically modified food
both in the laboratory and in field trials. This
must cover the objectives and results being
obtained. The review should cover work in the
European Union and the main developments
taking place elsewhere in the world. Based on
this survey the study should indicate priorities
for the development of research at European
level.

The project was requested by the Commit-
tee on Research, Technological Development
and Energy and is of relevance for ongoing EU
legislation.

Duration of project: 4 months.

Use of new technologies and cost of water
management in view of the new water directive
of the EU

The main objectives of the project are the
evaluation of new technologies in use and their
costs, and the evaluation of costs and benefits
by the implementation of a new water directive.

Main topics to be covered by the project are:

• Evaluation of total costs for the imple-
mentation of the directive by Member
States

• Evaluation of total costs for the imple-
mentation of the directive considering the
difference between the Council and the
Parliament

• Assessment of costs/benefits of imple-
mentation.

The project was requested by the Committee on
Research, Technological Development and
Energy within the framework of monitoring of
the specific programme on preserving the eco-
system.

Duration of project: 5 months.

The impact of rapid technological change in
information technology on the stability of world
trade and international capital flows

The yearly total of the world merchandise and
commercial service exports in 1997 was 6.500

billion USD (source: WTO), and the total of
everyday currency transactions was 1.500 bil-
lion USD (source: BIS). Thus the everyday
circulation of currencies is almost 70 times
bigger than needed for the trade purposes. The
difference is all the time growing due to the
rapid development of bank and stock exchange
technology and creation of new products of the
financial industries.

Main topics to be covered by the project are:

• Statistical analysis of recent developments
in
- trade in goods (in volume and in value

terms)
- trade in services, particularly trade in

financial services
- turnover of international capital mar-

kets (short term, long term)

• Description of major information technol-
ogy innovations for the banking sector and
for international capital flows during the
recent years

• Analysis of fluctuation in exchange rates
and international capital flows during the
recent years with special regard to the
question whether these fluctuations might
be caused by new information technologies

• Impact of these fluctuations on the eco-
nomic situation in industrialised and de-
veloping countries.

The project was requested by the Committee on
External Economic Relations. The findings of
the study will be of great importance for the
preparation of a new round of multilateral ne-
gotiations in the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) on further liberalisation of trade serv-
ices.

Duration of project: 8 - 10 months.

New technologies for the marketing and sale of
medicines on the Internet and television net-
works: An assessment of the implications for
health and consumer rights taking into account
the regulatory and legal situation

The increasing trend towards the marketing and
sale of medicines on the Internet raises some
serious questions. There is a risk that the safe-
guards which have been carefully constructed in
Europe to guarantee that medicines are safe and
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are distributed responsibly may be circum-
vented. This could apply, for example, to EU
controls on quality, safety, advertising, label-
ling, classification and prescription.

The argument that Internet marketing may
offer advantages to the customer in terms of
convenience and perhaps cost and confidential-
ity deserve to be considered. At the same time,
the economic interest of the pharmaceutical
industry also needs to be taken into account,
since it is generally recognised that there is a
relation between the price of a pharmaceutical
product and the money which has been invested
in its research and development.

Main topics to be covered by the project are:

• Marketing of medicines on the Internet:
current trends;

• Regulatory framework for medicines in the
EU and Member States;

• Implications for health;
• Implications for consumer rights: opportu-

nities and risks;
• Economics of the pharmaceuticals sector:

prices, investment, R&D and related is-
sues;

• Distinction between self-prescription and
responsible self-medication;

• Options for EU policy for consideration by
the European Parliament.

The project was requested by the Committee on
Legal Affairs and Citizens’ Rights. The subject
was considered to be of topical urgency.

Duration of project: 10 months.

Technological options for a community strategy
for a system of navigation by satellite (GNSSI)

In view of the up-grading and up-dating of the
global positioning system (GPS), a world-wide
standard originated in the USA, the EU institu-
tions will have to define their views and pro-
posals. In order to be able to respond to the
proposal by the European Commission, the
European Parliament needs to obtain its own
assessment on the issues at stake and the tech-
nological, economic, industrial and strategic
implications.

The main issue to be considered is the
definition of priorities: a) Cooperation with the

USA; b) Cooperation with Russia, or c) Crea-
tion of an EU satellite navigation system.

The project was requested by the Commit-
tee on Transport and Tourism. This study is
designed as a follow-up to a previous STOA
report entitled "Towards a Trans-European
Positioning and Navigation Network: including
a European Strategy for Global Navigation
Satellite Systems (GNSS)", which will prepare
the Committee’s action in this area in the new
Parliament. It is anticipated that the subject will
remain of relevance for a significant period
during the new mandate.

Duration of project: To be synchronized with
Commission’s proposal expected by the end of
1999.

Linguistic diversity on the Internet: Assessment
of the contribution of machine translation

It is widely recognised that the new electronic
media, and in particular the Internet and the
World-Wide Web, entail certain risks for lin-
guistic diversity. Recently, for example, there
was a controversy between Iceland and Micro-
soft over the US company’s reported unwilling-
ness to translate the Windows software into
Icelandic.

These risks affect a number of languages
of the Member States of the European Union.
At the same time, the new media can be helpful
to linguistic diversity, for example by making
texts of major cultural importance in various
languages easily accessible at Web-sites or on
CD-ROM.

In the debate on an issue of such cultural
and political significance it is important to have
an objective survey of the current situation and
developing trends, as well as to envisage ways
of reducing the risks to linguistic diversity, in
the interests of the rights of citizens of the
European Union to express themselves.

For this reason, the study will also examine
the actual and potential role of machine transla-
tion (automatic translation by computer) in
facilitating multilingual access to the Internet
and its associated services and benefits.

The study was requested by the Committee
on Culture, Youth, Education and Media. The
study will help to prepare the European Parlia-
ment’s work in this important area in the new
mandate.
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Although the question of linguistic diversity
does not only affect regional and minority lan-
guages, the initial output (Interim Study) from
the project will be of assistance in the Com-
mittee’s work on the HOPPENSTEDT Report
on the Proposal for multiannual programme of
action – regional and minority languages and
cultures.

Duration of project: 11 months.

Evaluation of agricultural or other technologies
fighting against hunger and poverty

In view of the objectives laid down by the
Treaty of the European Union (TEU) for Com-
munity development policy, the new priorities
laid down by the Council in recent years and
the quantitative and qualitative objectives fixed
by the main donors in the OECD, the Union
will refocus Community policy on the allevia-
tion of poverty. The connections between re-
ducing poverty, combatting discrimination and
protecting the environment have been high-
lighted. The aim of the study is to identify the
various technologies needed by poor people,
especially in rural areas, in the fight against
poverty and the ways in which the technologies
can be transferred and used. Attention should be
paid to the need of making decisive progress in
the areas of primary education, basic health care
and other essential services. The fact that many
countries are heavily dependent, particularly
through agriculture, on natural resources, com-
bined with current climatic instability means
that environmental issues must be given due
priority. The study will focus on applied tech-
nologies, that is to say technologies suited to
the local environment and which make use of
indigenous skills.

The project was requested by the Commit-
tee on Development and Cooperation. The
project is of relevance in the framework of the
1999 ACP-EU Joint Assembly General Report,
the title of which is "The fight against poverty
in ACP countries and in the European Union".
A first exchange of views has taken place in
March 1999 at the Joint Assembly session in
Strasbourg.

Duration of project: 6 months.

Crowd control and prison control systems
(Appraisal of technologies of political control)

Under its 1998 Workplan, STOA was asked by
the Committee on Civil Liberties and Internal
Affairs to do a project on "An appraisal of tech-
nologies of political control", as a follow-up to
an earlier Interim Study on the same subject.

The aim of the new project was the fol-
lowing: on the basis of the Interim Study of
January 1998, to provide a further and possibly,
final evaluation on recent advances in the tech-
nology of political control and the need for an
adequate political response by the European
Union, to face the risk of a threat to civil liber-
ties in Europe. In particular, the new study
would deepen the analysis in three areas men-
tioned by the Interim Study. These were:

• developments in surveillance technology;
• innovations in crowd control weapons;
• new prison control systems.

The execution of the project was the subject of
a meeting of the Project Steering Group, held in
Brussels in September 1998. At that meeting, it
was decided to prioritise the preparation of a
study on the first of the three topics mentioned
above (under the title "Development in surveil-
lance technology and risk of abuse of economic
information", while postponing until 1999 the
completion of studies on the other two aspects
of the project.

This 1999 follow-up study will therefore
deal with the other two areas mentioned: "Inno-
vations in crowd control weapons", and "New
prison control systems".

The project was requested by the Commit-
tee on Civil Liberties and Internal Affairs. It is
relevant for, and connected with problems of
human rights and civil liberties in the European
Union.

Duration of project: 12 months.

Women professionals in the media: An as-
sessment of the new information and communi-
cations technologies, and convergence be-
tween them, as challenge and opportunity for
developing the role of women in the media

There is a risk that the numerous examples of
successful careers of women in the media may
mask continuing problems concerning equality
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of opportunities and wrong perceptions of the
role of women professionals in this sector. At
the same time the media are undergoing a tech-
nological revolution, marked by developments
such as digital television, expansion of the
Internet and the World Wide Web and the phe-
nomenon of convergence, whereby different
media can function together on common tech-
nological platforms. The subject for this as-
sessment is the question whether these new
technological developments promise to work in
favour of women in the media, or against them?

The project was requested by the Commit-
tee on Women’s Rights. The Committee plans to
examine this topic especially within the context
of European Community policy on the conver-
gence of the new electronic media.

Duration of project: 12 months.

Personal protective equipment at work –
Directive 89/656/EEC

The question of the wearing of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) for the head and whether
alternatives may safely be used has been the
subject of a significant amount of research. At
issue is the safety of the head and eyes, and the
possible use of respiratory equipment in certain
circumstances, as well as other matters. The
question has arisen in connection with a variety
of occupations and work environments, in-
cluding the construction industry and the steel
industry, but also professional situations such as
the architect required to wear a helmet on a visit
to a building site.

The study should concisely survey the lit-
erature, and present an assessment of the issues
taking into account the points of view of the
various parties involved, including employers
and communities having religious rules con-
cerning turbans and comparable headwear. The
study should take into account experience
gained in more than one Member State of the
European Union and should examine the provi-
sions of Community law.

The project was requested by the Commit-
tee on Petitions. The main questions posed by
the Committee are:

• How does the wearing of the holy turban
by the Sikh community fit in with the leg-

islative requirements of the directive, as
opposed to hard helmets?

• Can STOA identify those areas where a
safety helmet is required, and specify those
sectors where personal protective equip-
ment for head protection is satisfactory?

Duration of project: 3 months.

Most of the information on the projects is
drawn from the official STOA Workplan
document PE 167.857/rev.3. Enquiries for pub-
lications on the mentioned projects (Interim Re-
ports, Final Documents) should be addressed to
the STOA library: Frans Schaerlaeken,
Fax: 00 35 2 4300 22418,
E-mail: FSchaerlaeken@europarl.eu.int
Further information is available on STOAs
Internet site at
http://www.europarl.eu.int/dg4/stoa/en/default.
htm
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Neue "Foresight"- Aktivitäten
des Department of Trade and
Industry

von Michael Rader, ITAS

Das britische Handels- und Wirtschafts-
ministerium, das Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI), spielt eine zentrale Rolle im
"Foresight"-Programm der britischen Regie-
rung, das mit einer neuen Runde fortgesetzt
wird. Innerhalb des Ministeriums wurde au-
ßerdem ein "Future Unit" gegründet, das die
Idee zukunftgerichteten Denkens innerhalb
der britischen Verwaltung verbreiten soll.

Foresight-Programm

Im April 1999 begann eine neue Runde des
britischen Foresight-Programms. Das Pro-
gramm will dazu beitragen, die Wettbewerbsfä-
higkeit Großbritanniens zu stärken und die Le-
bensqualität der Bevölkerung des Inselreichs zu
verbessern (vgl. TA-Datenbank-Nachrichten
Nr. 4, 4. Jahrgang - Dezember 1995, S. 3). In
der neuen Runde wird die Einbeziehung junger


