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TATUP 35/2 (2026) will be published in July 2026 with the
Special topic

“Exploring technologies
through imaginary worlds:
At the intersection of science

fiction & technology assessment”

We live in a time of rapid scientific and technological advancement,
encompassing fields ranging from artificial intelligence, quantum com-
puting, biotechnology, and nanotechnology to climate or geoengineer-
ing. These emerging sciences and technologies come with the promise of
changing our world in unprecedented ways and creating new situations
for our everyday life. Technology assessment (TA), which has played
an important role in guiding the development of emerging technolo-
gies and providing knowledge for decision-makers since the 1970s, is
particularly challenged to anticipate and explore the new situations that
may arise from technological progress.

The literary genre of science fiction (SF) anticipates the concern
about how humans adapt to and deal with the novel situations brought
about by emerging and fictional technological advancements. It is on
this intersection between SF and TA that the focus of this TATuP Special
topic is set.

With the TATuP Special topic on Exploring technologies through
imaginary worlds, we aim to better understand and exploit the potential
of using SF as a genre, heuristic, unique epistemology, source of knowl-
edge, or method for TA and to highlight the theoretical and practical
intersections of both worlds.
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Special topic editors:

- Wenzel Mehnert, Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT), Vienna, AT

- Isabella Hermann, Stiftung Zukunft Berlin, Berlin, DE

- Syamsuriatina Ishak, Faculty of Law, Maastricht University, Maastricht,
NL

- Lars Schmeink, German Aerospace Center (DLR), Cologne, DE

- Andreu Belsunces Goncalves, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya,
Barcelona, ES

PODCAST: TATuP TALK

You can find new episodes of TATuP-Talks-Podcast and other interesting
talks on our YouTube-channel: https://www.youtube.com/ @ta-institute/
videos.
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